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Week of June 13, 1988 


THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: MAY 1988 


WASHINGTON -- The black unemployment rate for May 1988 was 12.4 percent, 
a drop of about one percent from the May 1987 rate of 13.5 percent, the 
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reports. 


The 12.4 percent rate for blacks compares to a May 1988 general population 
civilian unemployment rate °T 5.6 percent. 


For black men, the May, 1988 unemployment rate was 10.8 percent, down 
from 12.2 percent in May 1987. 


Black women also showed a drop in unemployment from a year ago, from 
11.6 percent in 1987 to 10.6 percent in May, 1988. 


Teenage unemployment for blacks was 34.8 percent, down from 37.3 percent 
in May 1987. For teenage black men, the May 1988 rate was 33.3 percent and for 
teenage women, 36.6 percent. 


; Payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of business 
establishments, rose by 210,000 in May. In contrast, total civilian 
employment, as estimated through the monthly survey of households, showed a 
drop of 520,000 following a 600,000 increase in April. Recent over-the- 
month movements in the household employment series have been somewhat 
erratic. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


Both the number of unemployed persons and the unemployment rate, which 
had been drifting downward since last fall, edged up in May, returning to 
their March levels. About 6.8 million persons were unemployed in May, and 
the civilian worker unemployment rate was 5.6 percent, seasonally adjusted. 
Since May 1987, the unemployment level has decreased by about 800,060, and 
the gobless rate has declined by 0.7 percentage point. 


Most of the over-the-month change in joblessness occurred among adult 
men} whose unemployment rate rose 0.3 percentage point to 4.9 percent, 
following a drop of the same magnitude in April. The rates for adult women 
(4.9 percent), teenagers (15.6 percent), whites (4.7 percent), blacks (12.4 
percent), and Hispanics (9.0 percent) all were little changed over the 
month. — 


At 5.9 weeks, the median duration of unemployment was about unchanged 
in May, remaining at one of its lowest levels during the 1980s. 


Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


The e:timate of total civilian employment--114.2 million--showed a 
drop of about 520,000 ona seasonally adjusted basis in May, nearly 
offsetting April’s large increase. Consequently, the employment-population 
ratio fell to 61.9 percent. 


The civilian labor force also declined in May, to 121.0 million, 
about the same level as in March. As a result, the labor force 
participation rate decreased, to 65.6 percent. . 


-more- 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Table A-2. Employment status of the civilian population by sex and age 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Seasonally adjusted’ 


Employment status, sex, end age | | | | 
Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May 
1988 | 1988 | 1988 | 1988 1988 


| | | | 

— ae vr Se | oer ae 

| | 
Civilian noninstitutional population 182,533] 184,232] 184,374] 182,533] 183,822] 183,969] 184,111] 184,232] 184,374 
Civilian labor force 119,695] 120,264} 120,775] 119,907] 121,175} 121,348} 120,903} 121,323) 120,978 
Participation rate 65. 6] 65. 3] 65. 5] 65. 7] 65. 9} 66. 0| 65. 7| 65. 9] 65. 6 
112,377] 113,905} 114,222] 112,334] 114,129] 114,409) 114,103) 114,713) 114,195 
Emp loyment-population ratio? 61. 6] 61. 8] 62. 0} 61.5] 62. 1] 62. 2) 62. 0] 62. 3| 61.9 
Unemployed 7,318} 6,359} 6,553} 7,573] 7,046) 6,938} 6,801); 6,610) 6,783 
Unemployment rate 6.1] 5.3] 5. 4] 6. 3] 5. 8] 5.7] 5. 6] 5. 4] 5.6 

| | | | | | | | 

ania 7 eee re We oa ee ss rea: 

| 
Civilian noninstitutional population 79,474| 80,326); 80,402; 79,474) 80,120; 80,203] 80,260) 80,326) 80,402 
Civilian labor force 62,147} 62,442] 62,696] 62,129} 62,440] 62,696) 62,497] 62,791] 62,662 
Participation rate 78. 2| 77.7| 78. 0} 78. 2] 77.9} 78. 2| 77.9) 78. 2| 77.9 
58,828} 59,504) 59,745; 58,673] 59,287; 59,625; 59,407) 59,883} 59,590 
Emp loyment-population ratio* 74.0] 74.1] 74.3) 73. 8] 74.0] 74, 3| 74.0] 74.5) 74.1 
Agriculture 2,548} 2,280j 2,336) 2,383; 2,323} 2,280}; 2,253} 2,255; 2,181 
Nonagricultural industries 57,224| 57,409] 56,290) 56,964; 57,344) 57,154) 57,627) 57,409 
2,938] 2,952! 3,456) 3,154) 3,071} 3,089; 2,909; 3,072 
Unemployment rate ‘ 4.7] 4.7| 5. 6] 5.1] 4.9] 4.9) 4.6] 4.9 
| | | | ! | 
Ho} | bierel vidd 
Civilian noninstitutional population 89,307} 89,382) 88,464; 89,110} 89,178] 89,261] 89,307) 
Civilian labor force 50,465} 50,426} 49,728; 50,558; 50,640; 50,542} 50,612) 

48 


| 
Women, 20 years and over | 
| 


Participation rate ‘ 56. 5] 56. 4] 56. 2] 56. 7] 56. 8] 56. 6] 56. 7] 
48,162) ,018| 47,028; 47,977; 48,005| 48,132] 48,170) . 
Employment-population ratio* 1 53. 9] 53. 7) 53.2] 53. 8] 53. 8] 53. 9] 53. 9/ 
Agriculture | 637| 644| 629] 646| 654 656| 692| 
Nonagricultural industries 47,525] 47,373| 46,399) 47,331] 47,351] 47,476) 47,478 
7 2,303} 2,409} 2,700) 2,581] 2,635; 2,411) 2,442] 
Unemployment rate ‘ 4.6] 4.8] 5. 4| 5.1] 5.2] 4. 8] 4.8] 
. ; | | | | 
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years | | | | 
| | | 


| 
Civilian noninstitutional population | 14,598] 14,590; 14,595; 14,592) 14,588; 14,591] 14,598) 
Civilian labor force 7,357, 7,652} 8,050; 8,177] 8,011} 7,865} 7,919) 
50. 4] 52. 4| 55. 2] 56. 0] 54. 9| 53. 9] 54.2] 54.0 
6,239] 6,459] 6,633} 6,865) 6,779} 6,564) 6,660) 
: 42.7] 44. 3| 45. 4| 47.0} 46. 5] 45. 0} 45. 6) 45.5 
Agriculture 276) 312] 257) 323} 293) 295] 280) 267 
Nonagricultural industries 5,962} 6,147] 6,376; 6,542} 6,486! 6,269] 6,380) 
1,118} 1,193} 1,417] 1,312) 1,232] 1,301} 1,259) 
Unemployment rate 15. 2] 15. 6] 17.6] 16. 0] 15. 4j 16. 5] 15. 9] 15. 6 


NC eee eee eee eee eS eee eeEEEEE————EEEE—E—E—E——EE—E——E EEE 


* The population figures are not adjusted for seasonal ? Civilian employment as a percent of the civilian nonin- 
variation; therefore, identical numbers appear in the unad- stitutional population. 
justed and seasonally adjusted columns. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Table A-3. 


(Numbers in thousands) 


EMPLOYMENT SITUATION P.3 


Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and .Hispanic origin 


re 
! 


Not seasonally adjusted 


| 

| 
Employment status, race, sex, age, and | 

Hispanic origin | | 

| May | 

{| 1987 | 


Apr. | 
1988 | 


Seasonally adjusted’ 


Mar 
1922 


May May | Jan | Feo | 


| 
| 
| | | | 
1988 | 1987 | 1988 | 1988 


HOUSEHOLD DATA 


! ge | : 
! | 
WHITE | 


| 
| 156,811} 
| 103,271| 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Emp loyment~population ratio? 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Men, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Emp loyment~population ratio? 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Women, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Emp loyed 
Emp loyment-population ratio? 
Unemp | oyed 
Unemployment rate 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Employment-population ratio? 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 
- Participation rate 


Employment-population ratio? 
Unemployed 


Unemployment rate 


4 Men, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 


Emp loyment-population ratio” 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Women, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Employment-population ratio? 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Emp loyment-population ratio? 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


HISPANIC ORIGIN 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 


Employment-population ratio? 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


157,943} 
103,758] 


| | | | i | 
| | | ! | i 
| 


104,125} 103,416; 104,252) 104,530) 104,17! 
65. 9} 65. 9} 66. 1} 66. 3! 66. 0} 
99,414) ° 97,829} 99,044) 99,474; 99,274) 
62. 3} 62. 4} 62. 8} 63. 0} 62. 9} 
4,617} 4,711] 5,587} 5,208; 5,056, 4,897) 4,824) 
4.5] 4.5] 5. 4] 5.0] 4.8| 4.7| 4.6| 

| | | | i | | 


| | | | | 
54,430] 54,703] 54,238] 54,455! 54,650} 54,522) 54,699) 
78.1) 78.4| 78. 5| 


78. 5} 78. 3| 78. 5| 78. 2| 
§2,275| 52,523) 51,626}; 52,953; 52,389; 52,245; 52,538} 
75. 0| 75.3) . 74.7] 74. 8| 75. 2} 75. G| 75. 4| 
2,155} 2,180! 2,612) 2,402) 2,260) 2,277) 2,161) 
4.0) 4.0] 4.8} 4.4 4.1) 4.2| 4.0] 
| | | | | | | 


| | | | 
42,882| 42,808) 42,182| 42 ,986) 
56. 2] 56. 0| 55.7] 56. 3] 
41,297| 41,145] 40,268| 41,297 
54. 1] 53. 9] 53.1] 54.1] 
1,586{ 1,663} 1,914; 1,813} 1,930] 1,658; 1,689) 
3.7| 3.9] 4.5] 4.2| 4.5} 3.9] 3.9} 
| | | | | | | 


| | | | ! | | 
6,445} 6,614] 6,996; 7,087; 6,965] 6,807} 6,889) 
55. 7| 58. 5] 59. 6] 


54. 2 58.6] 57.2] 58.0} 
5,569] 5,746] 5,935) 6,095] 6,100; 5,845} 5,916) 
46.9, 48.4) 49.7} 51.2) 51.3} 49.1] 49.8) 
876] 868} 1,061] 992| 865| 962) 973 
13.6] 13.1] 15.2] 14.0) 12.4) 141) 14.1) 
14.1} 13.0} 17.0) 14.4) 12.2] 9 15.7) = 14.5] 
13.1) 13.2] 13.3] 13.6) 12.7) 12.4) 13.7] 
| | | | | -| 


| 
| | | | | | | 
| 


| | | | 
20,539} 20,569) 20,596; 20,622) 
13,222} 13,168; 13,098] 13,078) 
63. 6| 63. 4| 


64. 4] 64. 0} 
11,608} 11,504} 11,420) 11,482) 
55. 4| 55.7] 


56.5} 55.9} 
1,547} 1,602) 1,760) 1,614) 1,663] 1,678} 1,597) 
12.8| 12.2| 


12. 0] 12. 3| 13.7| 12. 2} 12. 6| 
| | | | | | | 


| | | | | | | 
6,142} 6,123} 6,037) 6,115} 6,166) 6,127} 6,163) 
75.1) 74.7) 75. 0} 


75. 0} 75. 6) 75.0] 75. 3} 

5,467; 5,465) 5,296 5,497) 5,472} 5,429) 5,511) 
66. 8| 66. 7| 65. 8] 67.5} 67. i] 66. 4) 67. 3] 
675) 658 741) 618| 694] 699} 652| 
11.0 10. 7| 12. 3} 10. 1] 11. 3} 11.4] 10. 6} 
| | | | | | | 

| | | | | | | 
6,062} °6,061| 5,987} 6,244} 6,131) 6,136] 6,093) 
59. 1| 59. 0} 59. 3| 61.1} 59. 9} 59. 9| 59. 4| 
5,412} 5,414) 5,292] 5,550} 5,495; 5,465} 5,407) 
52.7] 52.7) 52. 4| 54. 3] 53.7) 53. 3] $2.7] 
650| 647| 695] 694| 636 671) 686) 
10.7] 10. 7} 11. 6] 11.1! 10. 4} 10. 9} 11.3) 
| | | | | | 

| | | | | | 

737| 857| 865} 863 834) 822} 
33. 8] 39. 3| 40. 0} 39. 8| 38. 3) 37.7 
516} 560) 541] 561 £26 564! 
23.7} 25. 7] 25. C1 >. § 24.2) 
221) 297| 324) 398| 
30. 0| 34. 6} 37. S| 36. 9} 
24. 8| 33.1] 38. 3} 35. 1] 39. Oj 
35. 8| 36. 7} 36. 6| 34.9 35. 0} 
| | | | | | 

| | | | | 
| | | | | | 
13,230! 13,268) 12,809; 13,115} 
8,773| 8,819)" 8,549}  &,879} 
66. 3) 66. 5| 66. 7| 67.7) 
8,002} 8,058; 7,797; 8,238) 
60. 5] 60. 7) 60. 9| 62. §| 
771| 762| 752} 642 

8. 8 8. 6| 8. 8| 7.2| 


104,574) 
66. 2} 
99,751) 
63. 2) 


65. 7| 
99,141} 
62. 8| 


| 
42,841) 
56. 2] 
41,183} 
54.0} 


| 
42,915) 
56. 3] 
40,985) 
53. 8| 


| 
42,710) 
56. 1} 
40 ,896| 
53.7] 


| 
20,312) 
12,889} 
63. 5| 
11,129] 
54. 8} 


| 
20,650} 
13 ,042| 
63. 2| 
11,440 
55. 4| 


20 ,622| 
12,941] 
62. 8| 
11,394] 
55. 3| 


25 
302} 


35. 0} 








~ 
mw 
Qe « 


13,153} 


~ 


+ a. 
[ONwWN 


Ts 


' The population figures are not adjusted for seasonal 
variation; therefore, identical numbers appear in the unad- 
justed and seasonally adjusted columns 

2 Civilian employment as a percent of the civilian nonin- 
stitutional population. 


NOTE: 
will not sum to totals because cata for tre 
group are not presented and Hisparics are included ‘ 
white and black populatior groups 


Detail for the above race and Hispanic-crigin ¢crours 
“other races’ 
both the 


> mm < 


ne 


17 OOD 


| | | | 
158,034) 156,811] 157,676! 157,773; 157,868) 157,943; 158,034 
104,209 


Or 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The Office of Labor-Managemnt Standards published a new 
pamphlet, "All about OLMS," in May 1988 which describes the 
responsibilities of that U.S. Labor Department agency. 


# # # 


The U.S. Labor Department reported that the youth labor 
force is expected to reach 25.3 million in July 1988. This is 
slightly below the level of last summer's work force of youth 16 
to 24 years. 


# # # 


The U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics 
projects that students entering the labor force for temporary 
summer jobs in 1988 will account for about 70 percent of the 
total increase in the youth labor force. 


# # # 





